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maximise	 genetic	 diversity.	 This	 interconnectedness	 of	 geographically	 dispersed	
populations	and	critical	points	of	high	stocking	density	contribute	to	the	potential	for	
spread	of	 infectious	disease.	 Coccidian	oocysts	 have	been	detected	 in	 Takahē	 faecal	
samples	for	decades	and	sporadically	coccidia	were	implicated	in	the	death	of	Takahē.	





A	 novel	 Eimeria	 sp.	 is	 described	 from	 a	 Takahē	 host.	 Based	 on	 morphological	
characteristics	 this	 coccidian	 species	 is	 distinct	 from	other	Eimeria	 spp.	 described	 in	
hosts	 of	 the	 family	 Rallidae.	 A	 survey	 of	 stored	 historical	 faecal	 samples	 and	
contemporary	routine	screening	samples	demonstrated	the	presence	of	this	Eimeria	sp.	





shedding	 in	 the	 late	 afternoon	 after	 3pm	 in	 winter,	 which	 has	 implications	 for	 the	
collection	of	screening	samples	and	the	interpretation	of	results	collected	at	different	
times	of	day.	Concurrent	to	these	investigations	into	the	biology	of	the	Takahē	coccidia,	





the	 effectiveness	 of	 control	 measures	 implemented	 and	 safety	 of	 potential	
management	 options.	 The	 crisis	 of	 regular	 extreme	 oocyst	 counts	 in	 Takahē,	 which	
prompted	this	research,	was	resolved,	however	the	potential	for	a	recurrence	is	ever	
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